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Newsletter No: 2               Tuesday, 24
th

 April, 2018 
 

Dear Parents and Friends, 
 

ANZAC DAY 
 

Today, Year 6R led the school in a very special ANZAC Day liturgy. Taking time to stop and reflect 
on the supreme sacrifice our service men and women have made and continue to make is an 
extremely important part of being in Australia and living in Australia. We truly are the “Lucky Country” 
not to be troubled with conflict or war on our shores. I thank Mrs Ringelstein and Year 6R for the 
reverent and respectful way they led us in this liturgy.  
 
We were very fortunate to have Guest Speaker - Mr Luke Taylor – President of the  RSL Sub-branch 
Mackay speak to the children during our liturgy.  
 
As usual tomorrow we will be participating in the ANZAC Day March. Children are required to meet 
by no later than 8.15am at the new assembly area, The Dome carpark (behind the Dudley Denny 
Library.  Please look for our school flag when you arrive.  Students are required to wear their 
BLUE FORMAL Uniform - including MacKillop School Hat). At 8:35am, the students will march to 

the town cenotaph in Jubilee Park, Alfred Street where they can be collected at approximately 
9.15am.  
 

On another note, at the last two P&F and Board meetings I have introduced a couple of Diocesan 
documents to parents, titled, “Right Relationships - Parent Code of Conduct” and “Right 
Relationships - Parent Grievance Process”. I encourage you to take some time to have a look at 
these documents which will be added to our website under the Parents and Friends tab. I will also 
make a copy available in the office. 
 
Parents are seen as partners with schools in the education process; and the contribution made by 
parents to Catholic schools is essential and invaluable. Right relationships are at the core of the 
mission of Catholic Education in the Diocese of  Rockhampton and these documents seek to provide 
guidance for the highest standard of practice when dealing with others. From time to time, there may 
be a complaint or concern you wish to raise; the grievance procedures and guidelines outline two 
processes both an informal and a formal process that can be followed. I thank you for your continued 
support of our wonderful school and again encourage you to make yourself familiar with these 
documents.  
  

 
 
 
    



 
 

 

 
 
 

FAREWELL 
 
This Friday we say farewell to our groundsman, Mr Tony 
Shambrook, who will be retiring from his position. We thank Tony for 
his hard work and commitment over the past 5 years in keeping our 
grounds and gardens neat and tidy. We wish Tony well in his 
retirement.  
 

WELCOME 

 
This week we welcome two new students and their families to 
MacKillop. On behalf of the school community, I welcome Lachlan 
Moore (1P) and Alexander Moore (5K). It is wonderful to have you at 
MacKillop. 
 

MOTHER’S DAY STALL 
 
There will be a special Mother’s Day Stall operating at MacKillop on 
Friday 11

th
 May. The P&F will be conducting their annual stall for 

any ‘treasures or surprises’ that children might like to purchase for 
their Mum for Mother’s Day. Each class from Prep to Year 6 will be 
rostered to visit the stall to see if they can find that ‘special 
something’ for their Mum. There will be a range of gifts available 
starting at $1.00 to $5.00. Thank you to Stephanie Neal for her hard 
work organising the stall. Those who volunteered to assist with the 
Mother’s Day stall on the ‘Just One Thing’ form will receive a letter 
home to check that you are still able to assist on the day. Thank 
you! 

 

TERM TWO CALENDAR 
 
The Term Two Calendar is attached to this week’s newsletter, 
outlining the dates of events and happenings for this term. Please 
remember to also check the ‘Coming Events’ section in the 
newsletter for other dates that may be added as the term 
progresses. 

 

SCHOOL LEADERS 
 

Congratulations to our two new School Leaders for Term Two – Sky 
Neal and Blake Defend. These students had their induction 
ceremony last Friday morning at Assembly. Thank you to Ben Devitt 
and Hayley O’Neill for the fabulous job they have done as school 
leaders in Term One and the great role models they have been. 
Both children have set a good example to their peers and have 
served the community in their leadership 
 

 

 
OFFICIAL OPENING AND BLESSING - ADMINISTRATION 

REFURBISHMENT AND CEO NORTHERN OFFICES) 
 

MacKillop Catholic Primary School 
15th June at 9.30am 

 
(Please mark this important event in your diary. Invitations 
will be sent out shortly)  

 

PREP ENROLMENTS 2019 
 
Enrolments for Prep are currently being taken for the 2019 school 
year. If you have a child due to commence Prep next year born 
between July 1, 2013 and June 30, 2014 please complete an 
enrolment form available from the school office or download from 
the school’s website. Enrolments for Years 1—6 are also currently 
being taken for 2019. When returning the enrolment form, please 
ensure there is a certified copy of your child’s birth certificate, 

baptismal certificate & immunisation records. It is essential that we 
have our current families accounted for so that we know the number 
of places available for new families. 
 
We need to sight the original birth certificate or have a certified 
copy please. 



TRIPLE P PARENTING SEMINAR – SAVE THE DATE 
 
It is extremely rewarding and enjoyable being a parent, but it is not 
always easy. It can be demanding, frustrating and exhausting. The 
challenge for parents is to raise healthy, well-adjusted children in a 
loving, predictable environment. The Triple P Positive Parenting 
Program aims to support parents to do just that, and to deal with day 
to day challenges that all parents face.  
 
On Monday 21st of May, there is going to be a Triple P Seminar 
held at St Francis Catholic Primary School. This seminar is open to 
all MacKillop parents. More information will be provided through the 
newsletter closer to the date.  
 
If you have any immediate concerns, I can assist you in a one-to-
one format to develop plans to manage behavioural issues (e.g. 
tantrums, fighting, sharing, swearing etc) and skill development 
issues (e.g. staying in bed at night, eating independently, toilet 
training, etc). If you would like to make an appointment to discuss 
your child in more detail please contact me by email 
(Katrina_dunn@rok.catholic.edu.au).  Thank you, Kat Dunn, School 
Counsellor 
 

 

 
Keep Smiling 

 
Allison Blakey 

Principal 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
‘The Ode’ is the verse that identifies Anzac Day for us all and 
reminds us of the ultimate sacrifice made by so many. 
 
The Ode 
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old; 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 
We will remember them.  Lest We Forget. 
The Ode comes from ‘For the Fallen’, a poem by the English poet 
and writer Laurence Binyon and was published in London in The 
Winnowing Fan: Poems of the Great War in 1914. This verse, which 
became the Ode for the Returned and Services League, has been 
used in association with commemoration services in Australia since 
1921. 
 
 
ANZAC DAY 

 
Tomorrow is Anzac Day and MacKillop children are invited to show 

their respect for those who ‘fought’ for the freedom we enjoy in our 
country today, by taking part in the Anzac march tomorrow morning.  
A separate permission letter has been sent home with students. 

This morning we commemorated Anzac Day here at MacKillop, with 
6R leading us in a prayerful and reverent remembrance of Anzac 
Day and its importance to us as a nation.     
We gathered to remember those who have served and still serve in 
wars, and the sacrifice of those who have died. We remembered 
their sacrifice, so that today in Australia, we can live in peace; in a 
country where we experience freedom, safety and hope.   
 
 MACKILLOP LED FIRST FRIDAY MASS 4

th
 May 9:30am 

St. Joseph’s Church 
 

Children from 6PG will lead us in worship Friday May 4
th

 at our 
combined school Mass.  All Welcome! 
 
 
 
 
 
SACRAMENTAL  DATES! 
Rite of Enrolment-Eucharist - Parish Masses 21

st
 /22

nd
 April 

Family Workshop - Sunday 29
th 

April 10am OR Wednesday 2
nd

 
May 7pm – St Joseph’s Church. 
Family Preparation Day - 2pm Sunday 27

th
 May Sacramental 

Interviews – 4
th

, 5
th

, 6
th

 June. 
Confirmation Practice – Friday 15

th
 June 3:30pm 

Confirmation Ceremony – Parish Masses 16
th

/17
th

 June 
First Communion Practice – Friday 20

th
 July 3:30pm 

First Communion Celebration -Parish Masses 21
st

/22
nd

 July 
 

Please pray for all those who continue their 
preparation for the Sacraments. 
Spend some quiet time with the Lord 

God Bless, 
Helen Privett 
Assistant Principal Religious Education 
 
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land and pay 
respects to their Elders and all Elders, past, present and future. 
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Prep J Jasper Bray 

 For your detailed picture following our Dreamtime 
story, ‘How the birds got their colours’.  Looking at 
your picture, I could tell what the story was about.  
Awesome work! 

 Mikey Edwards 
 Last week you made a super effort at carpet time.  

Mrs Jansen was also super impressed in the way 
you completed many activities.  You are a super 
boy! 

1P Isabella Fitzgerald 
 I have been very impressed with the way that you 

have been working on our reading activities. You 
listen carefully when people are reading aloud and 
you are always ready to help your classmates with 
some of the trickier words. Keep up the great work 
Isabella!  

 Mya Smith 
 Thanks for sharing lots of great ideas during our 

class discussions about dinosaurs. You already 
know many interesting facts about prehistoric 
creatures and you readily explain these to your 
classmates. Awesome effort Mya!  

2D Mia Cornick 
 For always working hard Mia.  You are always 

ready to learn, follow instructions well and ensure 
your work is completed correctly.  Fantastic effort! 

 Harry Warne 
 Congratulations Harry on being 2D’s Student of 

the Week.  You approach all tasks with a terrific 
attitude and always have a smile on your face.  
Keep up the great work Harry! 

2N Leo Hassett 
 Congratulations on working hard this week Leo. 

You have completed tasks well and in a timely 
manner.  Keep up the great effort.  Well done. 

 Lily O’Neill 
 For listening attentively and following directions 

carefully Lily.  You are working hard in every 
lesson and you should be very proud of your work.  
I particularly love your enthusiasm for writing.  
Keep up the great work Lily. 

3CR Mileena Harriott 
 I am very impressed with how much you have 

improved in your writing.  This week you wrote a 
wonderful persuasive on the ANZAC topic, 
‘Should animals be used in war?”  You carefully 
structured your argument, tried hard to ensure you 
had paragraphs and edited your work for spelling 
and punctuation.  Excellent effort, Mileena! 

 Bailee-J Ramsamy Wise-Britten 
 For the way in which you participate so positively 

in all classroom activities.  You always approach 
each set task with enthusiasm, ask for help when 
it is needed and always try your very best.  It is 
wonderful to see how well you work with your 
peers during reading groups and how focused you 
are on using your reading strategies!  Way to go! 

4C Dana Guley 
 For using descriptive vocabulary whilst writing 

about your favourite part of the holidays. I’m 
impressed with your effort to enhance your writing 
using the five senses. Keep it up Dana! 

 Jacob Sharpe 
 For an amazing effort with improving your 

handwriting this week. Keep up the wonderful 
work Jacob! 

4M Kirra Bruton 
 What a kind and caring student you are Kirra.  You 

showed compassion towards a fellow student by 
being right there beside them when they needed 
help.  Great to see! 

 Corban Delahunty 
 For reflecting upon your reading habits and setting 

yourself an achievable reading goal this term.  
Well done Corban! 

5K Luke Devitt 
 You are joining in class discussions more Luke, 

which is pleasing to see.  Your effort in class, 
especially during Mathematics, is also pleasing. 

 Sara Reid 
 I was really impressed with how well you praised a 

classmate for her effort and how quick you were to 
thank her for earning points for your term. 

6PG Ashton Brazier 
 For being proactive in your learning this week.  

You listened to instructions, asked questions to 
clarify anything you weren’t sure of, completed 
tasks in a timely manner and joined in class 
discussions – making some valuable comments.  
What a great start to the term Ashton! 

 Alex Frost 
 Welcome to MacKillop, Alex!!  We are so glad that 

you’ve joined us in 6PG.  You have quickly and 
easily fitted into our class and have been proactive 
in seeking assistance to ensure you know what is 
happening.  We have had an awesome week 
getting to know you! 

 Phoenix Reilly 
 For a fabulous beginning to Term 2!  We are 

impressed with the effort you have been making to 
be organised with your schoolwork and your 
belongings.  You have ensured that you have all 
of your books and materials ready to start your 
learning each day.  Terrific effort, Phoenix! 

6R Ben Devitt 
 I am so impressed by your positive mindset!  You 

are embracing all that is set before you with an ‘I 
can do it’ attitude.  I look forward to seeing you 
continue to shine and reach the goals that you 
have set for yourself this term. I am very proud of 
you! 

 Olivia Johnson 
 You have picked perfect goals just for you.  You 

are already working toward achieving success 
with your goal to improve your handwriting.  I 
loved the beautiful joins you used to write ever so 
neatly in your Science book.  Keep up your 
amazing motivation for self-improvement, Olivia! 

PE Award Jaxson Bovey 
 For always trying your best and helping others in 

PE!  Well done Jaxson!! 
 Abby Headland 
 For your outstanding effort in sprints and relays 

this week in PE.  Well done Abby!! 
 Mackenna Lang 
 For your outstanding effort in Athletics training this 

week in PE.  Well done Mackenna!! 
 Hayley O’Neill 
 For your ‘Never give up’ attitude you display in 

Cross Country.  You always challenge yourself 
and push yourself to your best ability!  Well done 
Hayley! 

Principal’s 
Award 

 
Ruby Lankin 

 In recognition of the way you participated so 
enthusiastically in singing hymns and doing the 
actions during our Leader’s Induction.  Well done! 

 
 
              Apr 23 Jessica Kelleher 
  25 Danilla Strauss 
  26 Mia Sweet 
  26 Noah Vlekken 
  27 Ashton Brazier 
  27  Jayden Cridland 
  28 Ally Hall 
  29 Jacob Sharpe 
   
 



 
These children have been ‘Making Jesus Real’ at MacKillop. 

Congratulations! 
 

 
 
Issue 3 Book Club order forms were handed out to students last 
Wednesday.  
 
Closing date for this Issue is Thursday 3

rd
 May, 2018. 

 

Just a quick reminder to please ensure that your child’s name and 
class is written on the Book Club order form when purchasing with 
cash or cheque. All cash orders are to be sent to the office or library. 
I hope you all enjoy browsing through the new Scholastic Book Club 
Catalogue and thank you for your support. 
 

 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Marie Schembri  
Library Coordinator 
 

 

 

Thanks to all of our hockey players for participating in the march 
past on Saturday; you represented our school beautifully! 

Hockey is played every Saturday in term time; we would love to see 
some more people cheering for us, or even joining our teams! 
Under 7's play at 8.30 am and Under 9's at 9.40 am each 
week. Please come and see me if you would like some more 
information. :-) 

 Thanks, 

Nicole Peever 

  

 

 

 

CENT SALE & RAFFLE PRIZES 
 

We are starting to collect cent sale and raffle prizes for our fete this 
year.  If you wish to make a donation please drop off at the office. If 
you own a business this may be a great way to promote it. 
 
 

FAMILY PHOTO FUNDRAISER 
 

Our family photo fundraiser has been booked for Sunday 13
th

 
May.  Photos are $20 and include a free keying. There is no 
generation rule, and it is open to everyone not just our families. 
We have limited places and need bookings to be complete by 
Friday 4

th
 May so we can open up any vacancies to the public. 

 
Please contact Justine Harriott on 0431525904 to book your 
spot or book online at www.trybooking.com/364478 What a 
great way to commemorate Mother’s Day. 
 

MACKILLOP SUPPORTER SHIRTS 
 

We will be placing another order for supporter shirts. If you would 
like to order a shirt please fill out the attached from in today's 
newsletter and return with your money to the office. 
 
These are available in men’s and women’s sizes and are $35 each. 
Orders close on 27th April 2018. 
 

 
DATE CLAIMERS 

Family Photo Fundraiser – Sunday 13
th
 May 

Disco – Friday 18
th

 May 
Pizza Meal Day – Monday 28

th
 May 

 
If you have any suggestions for the P & F, please fill out a 
suggestion form available in the office and pop it into the red 
box.  Alternatively you can email your suggestions to 
secretarymackillop@gmail.com  Remember to check out the 
MacKillop P & F page on the website where you can find our 
contact details and the latest meeting minutes.   

http://www.mnmrok.catholic.edu.au/parentsfriends.htm 
 

Mel, Paula, Kristy & Penny 

http://www.trybooking.com/364478
mailto:secretarymackillop@gmail.com


 

TUCKSHOP ROSTER 
 
  Fri 27/4 Ashleigh Lindner 
  Karey Derdziak 
  Alex Shuttlewood 
  
   Wed  2/5 Mary Bruce 
  Joanna Reid 
 

TUCKSHOP HELPERS - PLEASE WEAR CLOSED IN 
SHOES 

 
If you are unable to work your rostered day could you please 

contact Jo Oliver by phone or text 0413 672 920 
 

 
 
 
 

 
APRIL SPECIAL OF THE MONTH 

 

Hotdogs $3.00 each 
With cheese & sauce extra 30c 

 

 
 
Blueberry and American Choc Chip muffins are currently available in 

the tuckshop for $1.50 ea. 

 

 
 

Please ensure tuckshop orders are written on brown paper bags 
and remember to write your child’s name and class on 

 the bag so their lunch goes into the correct box. 

 

 

 

 

Sports for Schools Vouchers 
 

Please return any vouchers you may have to the 
school ASAP so that we can get them sent away to 

be counted. 
 
 
 
 



MACKILLOP SUPPORTER SHIRTS 
 

We are hoping to place another order for Volunteer Shirts this year for parents to purchase. These can be worn when 
you volunteer or attend school events and functions. These shirts are the same design as our MacKillop sporting 
teams. The cost of the shirts are $35. If you wish to purchase a MacKillop supporters shirt please complete the slip 
below and return to the office with money enclosed. 

 
 

 
 

Name:   __________________________ 
 

I would like to purchase a MacKillop supporter’s shirt and have enclosed $35. 
 
 
Size:  (Please Circle) 

 
Men’s    S   M L XL XXL XXL  XXXL  XXXXL XXXXXL 
Youth    4 6 8 10 12 14 16 
Ladies   8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 
 

 
 

Signed:  ______________________ 
  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



curriculum Corner    Kristy Cundell (Assistant to the Principal: Curriculum) 

 

NAPLAN   Yr 3, 5, 7 & 9 tests 
15th May, 2017  Language Conventions & Writing 
16th May, 2017  Reading 
17th May, 2017  Numeracy 

 
What is NAPLAN? 
All students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 in schools across Australia undertake the NAPLAN tests on 
the same days. Students have their skills assessed in Reading, Writing, Language Conventions 
(Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar), and Numeracy.  All students are encouraged to 
participate in the national tests and special provisions are made to meet the needs of individual 
students with special needs. If your child is absent on the day of testing, every effort will be 
made by your child’s teacher to complete the tests during that same week. However, if at all 
possible please try to avoid your student being absent during the week of NAPLAN testing. 

 
How will the NAPLAN test results be used? 
National test results, when used in combination with school based reporting and assessment, 
provide information on how students are progressing and support improvements in teaching and 
learning. Teachers use the NAPLAN results to help them better identify students who require 
greater challenges or additional support. Schools use NAPLAN results to inform teaching and 
learning programs and to set goals for students in Literacy and Numeracy. 
 
How can I help my child prepare for the tests? 

  Treat NAPLAN testing days as any other school day.  Try not to make a fuss or give 
undue attention to the process, as this may increase stress and anxiety in your child, 
and have an adverse impact on their achievements. 
 

  NAPLAN tests are undertaken by students as a normal part of their learning program. 
Teachers will ensure students are prepared for the tests and will provide appropriate 
support and guidance. 
 

  NAPLAN tests provide a snapshot of your child’s learning via a formal written test 
format.  Please ensure that you consider their results in conjunction with your child’s 
school based reporting and in consultation with your child’s teacher. 

 

  Parents and carers can best assist students by making them feel comfortable about 
the nature and purpose of the tests. Assure your child that the NAPLAN tests will give 
them another opportunity to show what they know and can do. 

If your child qualifies for special provisions or exemption from the test, your child’s 
teacher will contact you, as this requires a consent form signed by a parent. 
 
It is very important that your child is in attendance for all NAPLAN tests – if your child is 
going to be absent during any part of the testing period, please advise the principal in 
writing as soon as possible. 
 
More information for parents is available on the NAPLAN website:  www.naplan.edu.au 

 

 

http://www.naplan.edu.au/


 


